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                                                                          CITY OF AUBURN 
                                                            113 E. ELM STREET, AUBURN, MI 48611 (989)662-6761                                                 

City Commission Meeting Minutes for
April 20, 2026, 7:00 PM
1. Call to Order 
Auburn City Commission met at Auburn City Hall, 113 E Elm St, Auburn, MI  48611, to hold
the City Commission meeting.  Mayor Rytlewski called the regular meeting to order at 7:00 PM.
2. Roll Call 
Present: Commissioner McCloy, Commissioner Putt, Commissioner Natke, Mayor Rytlewski, Commissioner Charbonneau, Commissioner Buchmann
Absent: Commissioner Smith (excused)
A motion was made to excuse Commissioner Smith from the meeting.
Motion to excuse Commissioner Smith from the meeting was made by Commissioner McCloy and seconded by Mayor Rytlewski. The motion carried unanimously.
3. Pledge of Allegiance
4. Approval of Agenda 
Motion to approve the agenda as written was made by Mayor Rytlewski and seconded by Commissioner Buchmann. The motion carried unanimously.
5. Consent Agenda 
Motion to approve the consent agenda as written was made by Mayor Rytlewski and seconded by Commissioner McCloy. The motion carried unanimously.
6. Unfinished Business 
There was no unfinished business.
7. New Business
A. Traffic Request 
The City Administrator introduced two traffic-related matters that were raised at the previous commission meeting. He noted that the first matter — the installation of a stop sign — would require an engineering study before the Commission could take any action, due to liability considerations involved in altering traffic control.
The second matter, which was actionable at this meeting, was a request to establish a no parking zone on the east side of Moll Street, in the vicinity of the Ready Set Grow day care. The administrator explained that, unlike the stop sign request, this traffic control measure does not require an engineering study and could be voted on immediately. He presented a resolution that would designate the east side of Moll Street as a no parking zone and authorize the DPW to install the appropriate signage.
Commissioners discussed the safety rationale at length. It was noted that during morning drop-off and afternoon pick-up at the day care and the nearby Auburn Elementary School, vehicles park on both sides of Moll Street, creating a congested and potentially dangerous situation. Of particular concern was the ability of emergency vehicles to access not only the day care but also an apartment complex located to the north. Commissioners also noted that parents routinely park on side streets and elsewhere to avoid the traffic backup, and that visibility around the corner is impaired when vehicles are parked on the east side of the road.
A question was raised regarding whether the no parking restriction should apply only during school hours or around the clock. The Commission determined that a 24-hour restriction was appropriate, as there was no practical reason to permit parking on that side outside of school hours.
Motion to approve a resolution establishing a no parking zone on the east side of Moll Street was made by Commissioner McCloy and seconded by Commissioner Natke. Roll call vote: Commissioner McCloy – Yes; Commissioner Buchmann – No; Commissioner Putt – Yes; Commissioner Natke – Yes; Commissioner Charbonneau – Yes; Mayor Rytlewski – Yes. The motion carried 5-1.
The Commission indicated it would monitor the situation and revisit the matter if additional measures proved necessary.
B. Move to set Public Hearing for Sewer Responsibilities and Liabilities on May 18th 2026 
The City Administrator explained that this item arose from a recent situation in which a resident experienced sanitary sewer challenges and there was confusion over which portions of the sewer system are the city's responsibility versus the property owner's responsibility. The purpose of the proposed ordinance is to clearly define those boundaries so that residents and city staff alike can refer to it in the future. The public hearing will allow for community input before any formal action is taken.
Motion to set a public hearing on Sewer Responsibilities and Liabilities for May 18, 2026, was made by Commissioner McCloy and seconded by Mayor Rytlewski. The motion carried unanimously.
C. Budget 
The City Administrator presented a budget amendment for the current fiscal year (FY 2025–26), noting that the proposed FY 2026–27 budget would be brought forward next month along with a workshop to discuss any desired changes.
Due to the budget documents not having been distributed to all commissioners in advance — attributed to a technical issue with the city's email system following a recent Microsoft software upgrade — the commissioners expressed hesitation about voting on the amendment without adequate time to review it. After discussion, the matter was tabled to allow commissioners sufficient time to review the documents prior to the next meeting.
8. Department Reports 
Administrative Report
Motion to approve the Administrative Report was made by Mayor Rytlewski and seconded by Commissioner Putt. The motion carried unanimously.
9. Financials 
Motion to approve payment of the bills was made by Commissioner Charbonneau and seconded by Commissioner McCloy. Roll call vote: Commissioner Charbonneau – Yes; Commissioner Buchmann – Yes; Mayor Rytlewski – Yes; Commissioner Putt – Yes; Commissioner Natke – Yes; Commissioner McCloy – Yes. The motion carried 6-0.
10. Public Comment 
A member of the public raised two concerns. First, he expressed a safety concern regarding the city's practice of unfurling flags along Midland Road without adequate traffic protection for workers, and suggested the city adopt a practice similar to Freeland's, which uses a large vehicle positioned behind the work area as a barrier. Second, he raised a question about how DDA expenditures for city staff labor are reflected in city financial documents. The City Administrator explained that staff wages are allocated proportionally across multiple funds — including General, Streets, Water, Sewer, and DDA — through the city's accounting software, and that reimbursement flows internally through the general ledger rather than through discrete inter-fund checks.
11. Adjournment
The meeting was adjourned.
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